Vimala Ramachandran
National Fellow

4

Vimala Ramachandran, has been working on elementary education, girls
education and women’s empowerment. She conceptualised and launched Mahila
Samakhya (1988-89), a women’s education programme of Government of India
programme based in the Department of Education, MHRD. She was the Managing
Trustee of HealthWatch - a network of researchers and activists engaged with
women’s health - from 1994 to 2004.

She established Educational Resource Unit in 1998 as a network of researchers
and practitioners working on education and empowerment. She has published
extensively on education policy and practice, gender issues and women'’s
empowerment.

Vimala did her MA (1976) and M Phil (1979) in Political Science in Jawaharlal
Nehru University, New Delhi and was a Rotary International scholar (1983-84) at
the Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University.

Publications:

Books and reports:

1. (2012 forthcoming): Edited with Kameshwari Jandhyala, Cartographies of
empowerment - tracing the journey of Mahila Samakhya, Zubaan Books,
New Delhi

2. (2011) Co-authored with Sapna Goel, Tracking Funds for India’s Most
Deprived: The Story of the National Campaign for Dalit Human Rights’
“Campaign 789”; International Budget partnership, Washington DC.

3. (2010): Primary teachers in India - The twists and turns of everyday practice.
Azim Premji Foundation, Bangalore. Available at
http:/ /azimpremjifoundation.org/Education-Readings

1. (2010) Gender issues in higher education - Advocacy brief. UNESCO - Asia
Pacific Regional Bureau for Education, Bangkok.

2. (2009) Co-authored with Bharat Patni and Nishi Mehrotra: Equity in School
Water and Sanitation - Overcoming Exclusion and Discrimination in South
Asia, UNICEF ROSA, Kathmandu

3. (2009) Towards Gender Equality in Education; Paper for the Mid-decade EFA
assessment of Government of India, NUEPA Series “Education for All -
Reaching the Unreached”, New Delhi

4. (2009) Co-authored with Bharat Patni, Freedom from Hunger for Children
Under Six - An outline for Save the Children and Civil Society Involvement
in Childhood Under-nutrition in India, Save the Children, New Delhi

5. (2008) Co-authored with Rashmi Sharma: The Elementary Education System
in India: Exploring institutional structures, processes and dynamics.
Routledge New Delhi.

6. (2008): Health and girls education in South Asia: An essential synergy;
UNICEF - UNGEI, Kathmandu

7. (2007) (Ed) Co-authored with Leela Visaria: Ground Realities - Abortion in
India, Routledge, New Delhi.

8. (2004) Fostering opportunities to lean at an accelerated pace: Why do girls
benefit enormously? UNICEF Working Paper, New Delhi

9. (2004) Co-authored with ERU team - Snakes and Ladders: Factors
Influencing Successful Primary School Completion for Children in Poverty



http://azimpremjifoundation.org/Education-Readings

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Contexts; South Asian Human Development Sector Report No. 6, World
Bank, New Delhi

(2004) Hierarchies of Access: Gender and Equity in Primary Education (ed);
Sage Publications, New Delhi.

(2003) (Ed) Getting children back to school: case studies in primary education;
DFID supported research study completed in March 2001; Sage Publications,
New Delhi.

(2001) Co-authored with Harsh Sethi: Shiksha Karmi Project of Rajasthan -
an overall appraisal; New Education Division Document No 7, Swedish
International Development Cooperation Agency

(1998) Girls and Women's Education: Policies and Implementation
Mechanisms - Case Study India; UNESCO-PROAP, Bangkok.

(1998) (Ed) Bridging the gap between intention and action - Girls and
Women’s Education in South Asia, Editor the book and author of the Indian
experience, UNESCO-PROAP, Bangkok and ASPBAE, New Delhi, May.
(1981) Co-edited with Kamla Bhasin: Reading on Poverty, Politics and
Development, FFHC/FAO.

Chapters in published books:

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

(2009) Quality, the Heart of Equity, in Cohen, Joel E., and Martin B. Malin,
eds. 2009. International Perspectives on the Goals of Universal Basic and Secondary
Education. New York: Routledge.

(2009) Democratic Inequalities: The Dilemma of Elementary Education in
India, in Robert Cowen and Andrea M Kazamias (ed), International Handbook
of Comparative Education, Volume 1I, Springer International Handbook of
Education Series, The Netherlands

(2009) Systemic barriers to equity in education, in Preet Rustagi (Ed) Concerns,
conflicts and cohesions: Universalisation of Elementary Education in India, Oxford
University Press, New Delhi

(2008) with Kameshwari Jandhyala and Aarti Saihjee, Through the Life Cycle
of Children: Factors that facilitate / Impede successful primary school
completion; in Rama Baru (Ed) School Health Services in India: The Social ad
Economic Contexts, Sage Publications, New Delhi

(2007) A school in every village - the Education Guarantee Scheme in
Madhya Pradesh, India, in Deepa Nayayan and Elena Glinskaya (Ed) Ending
Poverty in South Asia: Ideas that Work, World Bank, Washington DC.

(2006) with Aarti Saihjee, The New Segregation in Primary Education -
Implications for Local Governance, in Niraja Gopal Jayal, Amit Praksh and
Pradeep K Sharma (eds) Local Governance in India: Decentralisation and Beyond,
Sage Publications, New Delhi

(2003) Community participation in primary education - the Rajasthan
experience in Dr. R Govinda (ed) Community Participation and Empowerment in
Primary Education, Sage Publications, New Delhi.

(2002) Education and the status of women; in Dr. Govinda (ed) India
Education Report Edited, Oxford University Press, New Delhi.

(2002) Literacy, Development and Empowerment: Conceptual Issues, for
edited book on Dr. Rekha Wazir (ed) Gender Gap in Basic Education; Sage
Publication, N Delhi



25.

26.

(1998) Voluntary organisation, professional agency or sub-contractor - the
changing profile of the non-government sector in India, Dr. Pravin Visaria, M
L Dantwala and Harsh Sethi (Eds.) Social Change through voluntary action, Sage
Publications New Delhi, September

(1996) Redefining Safety Net: in N Rao, L Rurap and R Sudarshan (Eds.): Sites
of Change: The Structural Context for Empowering Women in India, UNDP / FES

Articles in journals:

27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.
38.

39.

40.
41.

42.

43.

(2012) Can rights go wrong? The RTE Conundrum in India. India
International Centre Quarterly, July 2012.

(2012) Evaluating gender and equity in elementary education: reflections on
methodologies, processes and outcomes, Indian Journal of Gender Studies,
Vol. 19, No. 2 (June 2012): PP 233-258

(2011) Reflections on School Leadership; Learning Curve Issue XVI, March
2011 (Published by Azim Premji Foundation, Bangalore)

(2010) Learning Social Science: What is right and wrong;_Learning Curve
Special issue on Social Sciences in School, Issue XV, 2010 (Published by Azim
Premji Foundation, Bangalore);

(2009) With Suman Bhattacharjea: Attend to Primary Schoolteachers,
Economic and Political Weekly, Vol XLIV No. 31, 1 August, 2009 (pages 17-
19).

(2009) Vimala Ramachandran: Right to Education Act, Economic and Political
Weekly Vol. XLIV, No 28, July 11, 20009.

(2009) Vimala Ramachandran: What is ‘para” about some teachers? Vol. 34,
No. 2, April-June 2009, VIKALPA (A journal of Indian Institute of
Management, Ahmedabad)

(2007) With Kameshwari Jandhyala: Strengthening the government school
system - lessons from India, Economic and Political Weekly, VOL 42 No. 48
December 01 - December 07, 2007

(2007) With Kameshwari Jandhyala and Nishi Mehrotra: Incentives in
Elementary Education: Do they make a difference, Journal of Educational
Planning and Administration, Volume XXI, Number 2, April 2007

(2006) Literacy and Education, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol 41 No. 05
February 04 - February 10, 2006

(2006) Education and livelihood, Seminar 563, June. New Delhi

(2005) Why school teachers are de-motivated and disheartened, Economic
and Political Weekly, 21 May 2005

(2005) Reflection on the ICDS Programme. Seminar 546, February. New
Delhi.

(2004) The best of times and the worst of times. Seminar, April. New Delhi
(2003) Co-authored with Kameshwari Jandhyala and Aarti Saihjee: Through
the life cycle of children: factors determining successful primary school
completion; Economic and Political Weekly, Volume XXXVIII, No 47,
November 22-28

(2003) Backward and forward linkages that strengthen primary education in
Economic and Political Weekly, March 8-14, Volume XXXVIII, No 10

(2002) Co-authored with Aarti Saihjee: The New Segregation - reflections on
gender and equity in primary education, Economic and Political Weekly; No
17 Vol. XXXVII, 27 April-2 May.




44

45.

46.

47.

48.

49.

50.

51.

52.

53.

54.

55.

. (2001) Community Participation in Primary Education - Innovations in
Rajasthan; Economic and Political Weekly; Vol. XXXVI, June 23

(2000) Another perspective on health sector reforms; Seminar 489 -
Unhealthy Trends, New Delhi, June

(1999) Visible but unreached (on educational needs of adolescent boys and
girls in India); Seminar, February. New Delhi.

(1999) External aid in education - a double-edged sword, Economic and
Political Weekly, December 11-17.

(1999) Adult Education: A tale of empowerment denied; Economic and
Political Weekly; Vol. XXXXIV, No 15 April 10.

(1998) Essence of education: discovering the “treasure within”; European
Journal of Intercultural Studies, Vol. 9, No. 3

(1998) Engendering Development: Lessons from Social Sector Programmes in
India: Indian Journal of Gender Studies, Vol. 5: 1

(1997) Co-authored with Dr. Leela Visaria: Emerging issues in reproductive
health, Economic and Political Weekly, Vol. 22, No 36, September 6

(1997) Changing face of the development sector in India; VOICES, Volume 1,
Number 2

(1996) NGOs in the times of globalisation: from family planning to
reproductive health; Seminar, November.

(1996) Fertility and women’s autonomy in the Indian Family; India
International Centre Journal Special Issue on Women And The Family,
Winter

(1995) Equality among unequal partners - relationship between NGOs and
the government in India, The Administrator, Lal Bahadur Shastri National
Academy of Administration, Mussoorie, July.

Mimeographs & Reports:

56

57.

58.

59.

60.

61.

62.

. (2012) With Tara Naorem; Inclusion and exclusion of children in schools and
in classrooms in India - synthesis of a six state qualitative study. SSA TSG /
Ed CIL. New Delhi

(2007) With Kameshwari Jandhyala: Enabling most deprived children learn:
Lessons from 17 promising practices; ILO and Government of India, New
Delhi

(2006) The global situation and discourse on literacy; Keynote Address,
Opening meeting of the Frankfurt Book Fair, Literacy and Basic Education,
Frankfurt, 2 October.

(2006) With Kameshwari Jandhyala and Nishi Mehrotra: Incentives and the
hidden cost of education, for Plan International India, New Delhi, December.
(2005) Teacher Motivation in India and a case study of Rajasthan; Research
report contributed to a multi-country study on Teacher Motivation
coordinated by IDS Susses (UK) and Knowledge and Skills for development
(UK).

(2005) Education and Livelihood: Knowledge and Resource - Livelihood
Prerequisites for Poor Women in India: Opening Plenary Keynote Address in
the 8t UKFIET International Conference on Education and Development,
Oxford, September 2005

(2004) Elementary Education in India - background paper on the situation in
India, Sesame Street Workshop, New York and Sesame Street India.




63

64.

65.

66.

67.

68.

69.

70.

71.

72.

73.

74.

75.

76.

77.

78.

79.

80.

. (2004) Analysis of positive deviance in ICDS programme - Rajasthan and

Uttar Pradesh; World Bank New Delhi

(2003) Management case study: Lok Jumbish - Rajasthan people’s movement
for education for all, World Bank, New Delhi
(2002) Reproductive Health in India - a review; in China Health
Development Forum Workshop, Beijing, 4-5 June
(2002) Background Document on Social Sector Reforms for Country Strategy
Preparation; Sida, Embassy of Sweden, New Delhi

(2001) Key areas for strategic advocacy and citizens participation to
incorporate women’s health concerns in Health Sector reforms; Policy Brief
for RHAG Ford Foundation, Santiago, Chile.

(2001) Co-authored with Leela Visaria: Policy Brief for National Security
Council, Government of India titled: Population, Education and Health -
Challenges Ahead, December

(2000) With Aarti Saihjee: Flying with the crane - Recapturing Kutch Mahila
Vikas Sangathan’s ten year journey, Mimeograph, June
(2000) Literacy and lifelong learning - Keynote Address in the National
Conference on “Reading beyond the alphabet”, Ravi Matthai Centre for
Educational Innovation, Indian Institute of Management, Ahmedabad,
August
(2000) Education, empowerment and Sustainable Livelihood: Exploring
Possibilities for a Multi-sector Programme for Adolescents in Rural India,
Paper Presented in meeting convened by Ford Foundation, New Delhi
December.

(1999) Co-authored with Easwar Prasad: Discovering and harnessing the
treasure within - Empowering Dalits and the Poor in Gujarat - report on
Navsarjan Trust, Ahmedabad, December
(1998) Operationalising Reproductive Health - Challenges Facing Rajasthan,
Paper Presented in a Workshop on Reproductive Health, Achyuta Menon
Centre and UNFPA, Trivandrum
(1997) Rights, social justice and governance, exploring opportunities for NGO
support in Rajasthan, Swedish International Development Cooperation
Agency, New Delhi, June
(1997) Moving from rhetoric to reality - HealthWatch Experience in India;
ICOMP, Malaysia.

(1996) Women advocating change - towards a sensitive women’s health
programme in India - overview of Health Watch's efforts to initiate dialogue
and debate, Health Watch, Ahmedabad, July
(1996) Towards a target-free population programme - Report of Health Watch
Consultation of NGOs, Health Watch, Ahmedabad, May
(1996) Searching for common ground - overview of adult education in Asia
and Pacific region; Paper presented in Workshop on Education for Survival,
organised by Nirantar - Centre for Women and Education, New Delhi and
UNESCO Institute for Education, Hamburg, September
(1996) From protecting the jungle to coping with the road: Overview of
Agragamee’s efforts to enable tribal communities to negotiate from a position
of strength; Report for limited circulation, HIVOS and Agragamee, January.
(1995) Critical Consciousness, credit and productive assets - key to
sustainable livelihood, Mimeograph, UNICEF India Country Office, New
Delhi, January 1995.




81.

82.

83.

84.

85.

86.

(1995) Co-authored with Atreyee Cordeiro: Harnessing the potential of NGOs
and Panchayats for Health and Family Welfare in India, Report, UNFPA,
India Country office, New Delhi, September.

(1994) With Renuka Mishra and Srilatha Batliwala: Integrating a gender
perspective into mainstream programmes and institutions; Monograph for
limited circulation; UNICEF, India Country Office, New Delhi, September
(1994) Co-authored with Ena Singh: International Conference on Population
and Development: An Overview, Report, UNFPA, India Country Office, New
Delhi, October.

(1993) Innovative strategies for the empowerment of women - internalising
the lessons of innovations; Paper presented in WCD, GOI Workshop on
Women’s Empowerment, April

(1993) Falling through the cracks - management of development programmes
in India, Mimeo, October

(1993) Donor Assisted Area Development Projects (ADPs) in Health and
Family Welfare in India - Some Lessons; Mimeograph, UNFPA, India
Country Office, New Delhi, March.




